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Kim Johnson-Rolle, 
who passed away 
at PMH earlier this 

week after she was flown to 
the capital via emergency 
flight from Bimini, tested 

positive for COVID-19. 

The thing we feared most 
during the pandemic 
has befallen us our first 
Bahamian fell victim to the 
awful Corona Virus making 
everything with - Page 2

With our boarders 
closed and the many 
borders closed across 
the globe PM says We 
need to plan a new 
future. 
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BN Agent, X

Kim Johnson-Rolle, 
who passed away 
at PMH earlier 

this week after she was 
flown to the capital via 
emergency flight from 
Bimini, tested positive 
for COVID-19. 

The thing we feared 
most during the 
pandemic has befallen 
us our first Bahamian 
fell victim to the awful 
Corona Virus making 
everything with the 
name Corona now 
come like a bad taste in 
our mouths.  

The rumours, 
allegations and then 
confirmation caused 
both our breath and 

NEWS

case of COVID-19.  This 
brings the total number 
of confirmed cases 
to twenty-one (21). 
Currently, there are 
four (4) confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in Grand 
Bahama, sixteen (16) 
confirmed cases in New 
Providence and one (1) 
confirmed case from 
the island of Bimini.

The newly confirmed 
cases are as follows:
    Case #16 is a sixty-
one (61) year old female 
with no history of travel, 
but is a contact of case 
#12;
    Case #17 is a sixty-
seven (67) year old 
female, with no 
apparent history of 

travel and no direct link 
to other cases.
    Case #18 is a seventy-
two (72) year old male 
health care worker with 
no history of travel and 
linked to a previous 
case.  This person has 
been hospitalized.
    Case #19 is a fifty-nine 
(59) year old male with 

no history of travel and 
no direct link to other 
cases.  This person has 
been hospitalized.
    Case #20 is a ninety-six 
(96) year old male with 
no history of travel and 
no direct link to other 
cases.  This person has 
also been hospitalized. 
    Case #21 is a fifty-

seven (57) year old 
female with a history of 
travel to Florida.  This 
person died on 31st 
March, 2020, and is the 
first recorded death 
from COVID-19 in The 
Bahamas.

BN Agent, X

With the east 
being known 
as the hotspot 

of COVID 19, many 
residents are concerned 
about going outside or 
even shopping in the 
area. Some even upset 
with the news, one took 
to social media posting 
“Please don’t just 
assume the COVID-19 
virus HOT SPOT is just 
in the EASTERN area 
it can be anywhere in 
NASSAU, stay home be 
safe!”.

The Ministry of Health 
confirms yesterday 
that there are six (6) 
additional confirmed 

national pulse to stop. 
If the unnamed of the 
victim was devastating it 
became more so when 
the announcement 
revealed her name, 
Kim Johnson Rolle 
from the small close 
knit but big heart 
community of Bimini.  
Everything about the 
announcement was 
another blow to the 
gut...she was middle 
aged, a wife, a mother 
and sister to even 
tempered MP Elsworth 
Johnson.

Although there were 
a stillness our hearts 
bled with compassion 
and pain as the first 
death signaled the 
reality of dèath, the fact 
that it was here on our 

shorelines and showed 
no discrimination in 
the choice of victim. 
Covid 19 was real and 
the warnings must now 
be taken seriously and 
adhere to right to the 
letter.

We will not soon forget 
the Corona Virus or 
the first victim Ms Kim 
Johnson Rolle a fallen 
soldier respected 
whose family is now in 
the nation’s prayers, 
sleep on daughter We 
shall remember you. 

1ST CORONAVIRUS
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BN Agent, X    

With our board-
ers closed 
and the many 

borders closed across 
the globe PM says We 
need to plan a new fu-
ture. This comes after 
Minnis and other offi-
cials see the forecast of 
effect COVID 19 shows 
to have on our tourism 
industry. Minnis is sug-
gesting that is now time 
for us to venture into 
other industries and not 
be so heavily depend-
ent on just tourism. 

During a press brief-
ing, the prime min-
ister announced six 
new confirmed cases 

of COVID-19 in the 
country, taking the 
total number to 21.
Of that number 16 cas-
es were confirmed in 
New Providence, four 
on Grand Bahama, and 
one in Bimini – which 
has been confirmed 
the first death in the 
country from the virus.
Minnis maintained the 
country is facing two 
crises amidst the global 
pandemic – one being 
the threat to human 
life and the other is 
the economic impact.
“Joblessness is on the 
rise across the globe and 
here at home,” he said.
“The economic crisis 
is severe for The Ba-
hamas. Our economy 

cols and have urged 
citizens to avoid 
non-essential travel.

is based on tourism.
“…With no tourists com-
ing to our shores now 
and into the foreseeable 
future, tough times are 
here and ahead of us.
“This is one of the 
greatest challenges to 
the world economy in 
most of our lifetimes.
“We do not know how 
long this will last.”
According to the Busi-
ness Insider, more than 
a third of the planet’s 
population is under 
some form of restriction 
and are being urged to 
stay home to mitigate 
the spread of the virus.
Both the United States 
and Canada have im-
plemented strict so-
cial distancing proto-

THE 
PM 

“WE NEED
TO PLAN 
A NEW 

FUTURE”
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BN Agent, X

Stephen or Schin 

Nguyen is at 

today as our 

bungie of the day 

because of his multiple 

parts of foolery in 

his latest video he 

uploaded regarding 

us being on 24 hour 

curfew/ lockdown. 

But one of the most 

hilarious scenes that 

stands out his is praise 

break for that little 

NIB $200 for being a 

business owner.  Even 

though the Minister 

came on Air and made 

NEWS

BONGIE
OF THE DAY
IS AWARDED
TO 
PRAISE BREAK
FOR THAT $200 
NIB

Bahamas News Ma Bey

the stipulations a little 

more strict by saying 

you must be a sole 

business owner on your 

license and it must be 

current and not expired.  

So Schin once you 

have all of these 

requirements, yes you 

may continue your 

praise break and dance 

on down straight to 

NIB for your pay check, 

cause buddy you ga 

need that lil ting in 

these times! 

THIS $200 FINNA BE A 
BREEZE!

Vol. 82, April 2nd, 2020
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BN Agent, M

Michael Pintard 
has made it 
known to the 

public that small fishers 
and commercial fishers 
are the only two groups 
allowed to fish during 
COVID 19 and are only 
allowed to sell to fish 
processing houses and 
wholesalers, to ensure 
sanitary conditions and 
social distancing during 
purchasing. 

Pintard goes on to 
explain the importance 
of agriculture during 
this time, and how 
him and his team are 
planning to increase 
agriculture production 
throughout the country 
in the up coming weeks. 

NEWS Bahamas News Ma Bey

PINTARD FISHERY AND AGRICULTURE

CARNIVAL
2020
POSTPONE
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Call: 321-0000

Chevy Equinox 2014 - $21,000
Charcoal grey exterior, black interior, like 
new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 392-2832 or 376-5543

Infiniti 2015 - $17,500
Grey exterior, black interior, excellent con-
dition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Chevy Equinox 2018 - $31,000
White exterior, black interior, like new, ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Chevy Equinox 2016 - $23,000
White exterior, low miles, black interior, 
like new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 392-2832 or 376-5543

Hyundai Sonata 2015- $15,000
Black exterior, black interior, like new, ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 826-9141

Ford Mustang 2016 - $18,000
Black exterior, black interior, low miles, 
excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Honda Civic 2008 - $8,000
Blue exterior, black interior, excellent con-
dition, fully loaded. 

Call: 436-2634

Benz A-Class - $6,000
White exterior, 2 tone interior, excellent 
condition, AC, CD, Radio. 

Call: 449-8969

BMW 5 Series 2013 
White exterior, 2 tone interior, like new, 
excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 422-3962

ALL VEHICLES HAVE A VIDEO FOR YOU TO GET A BETTER DETAILED VIEW JUST PRESS PLAY

Vol. 82, April 2nd, 2020
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BN Agent, V

With our 

most reliant 

i n d u s t r y 

being taken off stream 

during this Covid 19 

pandemic. The Bahamas 

stands to lose $2.7bn in 

tourism revenues if the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

shuts down stopover 

visitors for the rest of 

2020, Royal Bank’s (RBC) 

former top Caribbean 

economist is warning.

Marla Dukharan, 

analysing the 

pandemic’s likely impact 

on the region, revealed 

that this nation stands 

to lose up to 83 percent 

of its high-yielding 

land-based tourists if 

the global crisis lasts 

through year-end in a 

“worst case” scenario.

Should that play out, 

her research suggests 

The Bahamas’ annual 

revenue earnings from 

stopover visitors will 

plummet to $548m 

from $3.244bn in 2019 - 

a drop of some $2.7bn, 

which again highlights 

the potentially 

catastrophic fall-out 

from COVID-19 for this 

nation’s largest industry 

and the wider economy.

Ms Dukharan said the 

“best case” and “base 

case” scenarios for The 

Bahamas were a 60 

percent and 80 percent 

drop in annual stopover 

visitor numbers, 

respectively, the latter 

of which mirrored the 

Ministry of Finance’s 

initial estimates albeit 

for a four-month 

period. Both assumed a 

complete loss of cruise 

ship passengers.

Should the COVID-19 

pandemic clear up 

quickly, the former RBC 

chief economist said 

The Bahamas will only 

lose 50 percent of its 

1.78m stopover visitors 

and half last year’s 

revenues. That, though, 

would still drop 2020 

stopover earnings to 

$1.627bn.

As for the “base case”, 

The Bahamas would 

lose 64 percent - or 

nearly two-thirds - of its 

annual stopover visitors, 

slashing earnings from 

this sector to $1.088bn. 

That would result in a 

more than-$2bn drop 

on 2019 figures, further 

exposing the country’s 

dependency on a single 

industry and relatively 

few source markets 

for almost half its 

economic output and 

WEATHER
REPORT

employment.

Ms Dukharan’s figures 

also appear to be in line 

with those of two Inter-

American Development 

Bank (IDB) economists, 

who projected that 

The Bahamas could 

suffer a catastrophic 26 

percent gross domestic 

product (GDP) cut if the 

worst-case coronavirus 

scenario comes true,

Warning that The 

Bahamas is potentially 

exposed to the most 

severe economic 

contraction out of all 

 2.7 Billion Prediction is 
Losses FOR OUR ECONOMY 

Caribbean nations, the 

IDB duo said it would 

suffer the loss of a 

staggering $3.337bn in 

economic output (GDP) 

based on the $12.739bn 

current GDP estimates 

given in the revised mid-

year budget forecasts 

should the worst-case 

scenario they mapped 

out become reality.

Under a scenario where 

The Bahamas lost 75 

percent of its normal 

tourism activity during 

a coronavirus outbreak 

that lasted until the 

end of the year, they 

estimated that this 

nation could suffer a 

10.5 percent GDP loss 

just from the impact on 

its major industry alone.
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BTC TO USD
TODAY 

1 BITCOIN 
= 

$6,657.33 USD 

UNCUT!

Economic troubles on 
the horizon for the 
Bahamas.. Says PM

BN Agent, R

PRIVATE DOCTORS 

ORDERED to 

suspend non 

emergency patients

All private medical 

and dental practices 

in the country have 

been ordered to 

suspend routine and 

non-emergent visits 

with patients. The new 

measure was outlined 

in an amendment to the 

COVID-19 emergency 

powers order issued 

today

The order allows 

medical facilities to 

remain open, provided: 

“all private medical and 

dental practices shall 

eliminate all routine 

and non-emergency 

physical encounters 

with patients, and shall 

as best as possible 

provide all routine 

and non-emergency 

services using virtual 

or remote means 

excluding private renal 

dialysis facilities.

Additionally, The 

Bahamian government 

is in talks with the United 

States government over 

an advisory issued by 

the  U. S. Coast Guard 

that cruise ships will 

be asked to seek aid 

from their flag state 

in cases of critically-ill 

passengers or crew.

The U.S. Coast Guard 

gave the directive in a 

bulletin, dated March 

29, which advises cruise 

liners to prepare for 

sequestering for an 

indefinite time at sea.

The coast guard said 

due to the outbreak of 

COVID-19 cases and 

its impact on mariners 

and vessel operations, 

an increased number 

of foreign passenger 

vessels have required 

medical evacuation 

of both stable and 

critically-ill patients, 

including those with 

COVID-19 symptoms.

Prime Minister Dr Hubert 

Minnis addressed the 

matter during a press 

conference Wednesday 

afternoon.

“Yes, I’m aware of that 

and there is an ongoing 

discussion between 

ourselves and the United 

States government,” 

he said in response 

to questions from the 

media.

The prime minister also 

pointed out that as the 

world has closed its 

borders, The Bahamas 

has closed its borders.

Vol. 82, April 2nd, 2020
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ISLAND LUCK TO PAY STAFF FOR
SIX FULL WEEKS!

BN Agent, X

Island Luck (IL) will pay 

employees their full 

salaries for six weeks, 

according to a statement 

released today.

IL’s Human Resources 

and Training manager 

Shanette Rahming 

said the company has 

received approval from 

the National Insurance 

Board (NIB) to pay 

unemployment benefits to 

eligible employees on its 

behalf, with more 700 of 

the company’s employees 

having been sent home 

due to the COVID-19 

emergency powers order.

“In light of this, Island Luck 

has sought and formally 

gained the approval of The 

National Insurance Board 

of the Bahamas (NIB) 

to pay unemployment 

benefits directly to all 

eligible employees on 

NIB’s behalf,” Rahming 

said in a statement.

“With the significant 

numbers of Bahamians 

applying for NIB benefits, 

by taking this approach 

we can ensure that our 

employees who need 

financial support the 

most can receive their 

full benefits without any 

delay. In turn, Island Luck 

will receive a credit from 

NIB to be applied against 

future contributions 

equivalent to the amount 

paid to staff.”

Rahming said IL will also 

pay the balance of any 

shortfall not covered 

by NIB unemployment 

benefits.

“This means that all Island 

Luck employees will 

receive their full salaries 

for six weeks, from 

March 18 to April 30,” the 

company continued.

“And, following the 

guidance of the 

government and public 

health officials, we will 

determine the way 

forward at the end of 

April.

“The success of Island 

close attention to the 

government’s emergency 

orders and the life-saving 

preventative measures 

promoted by public health 

officials. The sooner 

we can halt the spread 

COVID-19, the sooner we 

can all return to a sense of 

normalcy.” 

Luck has always depended 

on our staff, our business 

model and our loyal 

customers.”

She said: “The health, 

welfare and safety of our 

staff is paramount to us 

and we will do our best 

to support them during 

this challenging time. We 

implore everyone to pay 

OLYMPIC POSTPON 
BN Agent, X

On the 24th 

M a r c h , 

2020, the 

International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) 

announced its decision to 

postpone the 2020 Tokyo 

Olympics as a result of the 

challenges posed by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Further to this 

announcement The 

Bahamas Olympic 

Committee (BOC) advised 

the Ministry of its support 

for and compliance with 

this decision.

In this regard, the Ministry 

endorses the decision of 

the relevant authorities 

to postpone the 2020 

Tokyo Olympics. This 

decision is not only a 

wise proactive measure 

but a sound preventative 

approach as we all work 

to protect the gems of the 

global and local sporting 

communities, while 

preparing for the safest 

environmental conditions 

that would lend itself to 

best performances by our 

athletes.

Vol. 82, April 2nd, 2020
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NFL Seattle Seahawks Signs  
Bahamian

BN Agent, X

The Seattle 

S e a h a w k s 

have officially 

announced the signing 

of Phillip Dorsett to 

bolster their wide 

receiving rotation.

Dorsett has 124 

career receptions for 

1,634 yards and 11 

touchdowns.  

Vol. 82, April 2nd, 2020
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