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The government 
intends to to 
extend the public 

state of emergency 
and emergency orders 
until October 31, Prime 
Minister Dr Hubert 

Minnis announced.
The existing orders 
will come to an end 
on September 30.
In the House of Assembly 
Wednesday morning, 
which met with only 
16 members - Page 2

The Central Bank 
of the Bahamas has 
confirmed it is mov-
ing ahead with the 
nationwide launch of 
its digital currency 
sometime in October.
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BN Agent, M

(Continue of Page 1)

The government 
intends to to 
extend the public 

state of emergency 
and emergency orders 
until October 31, Prime 
Minister Dr Hubert 
Minnis announced.
The existing orders 
will come to an end on 
September 30.
In the House of 
Assembly Wednesday 
morning, which met 
with only 16 members, 
including Speaker of 
House Halson Moultrie, 
the prime minister 
tabled a resolution 
extending the orders 
and said Parliament will 
be debate the extension 
at the next sitting of the 

NEWS

(18) confirmed cases 
in Inagua, fifteen (15) 
confirmed cases in the 
Berry Islands, fifteen 
(15) confirmed cases 
in Eleuthera, eleven 
(11) confirmed cases 
inLong Island, eight 
(8) confirmed cases 
in Cat Island, seven 
(7) confirmed cases 
in Acklins, five(5) 
confirmed cases in 
Crooked Island, three 
(3) confirmed cases 
in Andros, three (3) 
confirmed cases in 
Mayaguana, and one 
hundred eleven (111) 
confirmed cases with 
locations pending.The 
breakdown of the new 
cases by island is as 
follows:

New Providence 51

Abaco 3
Locations Pending 1
TOTAL: 55

Investigations are 
ongoing, and health 
officials continue to 
follow the condition 
of the other current 
COVID-19 positive 
cases.
The Ministry of Health 
also confirms today 
that there is one (1) 
additional death under 
investigation. This 
increases the number 
of deaths under 
investigation to twelve 
(12) and the death
toll remains standing 
at sixty-nine (69). The 
public is reminded to 
practice the following 
measures to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19:
wear a face mask 

when you leave home; 
maintain a physical 
distance of six (6) feet 
from others; wash your 
hands often with soap 
and water for at least 
twenty (20) seconds, 
and if soap
and water are not 
available, use an 
alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer with at least 
seventy percent (70%) 
alcohol; cover your 
cough or sneeze in your 
inner elbow or with a 
tissue; and clean and 
disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces such 
as phones, remote 
controls, counters, 
doorknobs, and 
keyboards.

BN Agent, M

The Ministry of 
Health confirms 
today that there 

are fifty-five (55) 
additional confirmed 
cases of COVID-19. 
This brings the total 
number of confirmed 
cases to three thousand 
eighty-seven (3,087). 
There have been two 
thousand one hundred 
seven (2,107) confirmed 
cases of COVID- 19 in 
New Providence, six 
hundred one (601) 
confirmed cases in 
Grand Bahama, one 
hundred four (104) 
confirmed cases in 
Abaco, fifty-four (54) 
confirmed cases in 
Bimini, twenty-five 
(25) confirmed cases 
in Exuma, eighteen 

House.
The House is slated 
to meet next week 
Wednesday.
“I rise to give notice that 
at the next sitting of the 
House I would move the 
following resolution,” 
Minnis announced 
before reading the 
proposed resolution.
The governor general 
made the initial 
proclamation of a public 
state of emergency in 
The Bahamas on March 
17.
The order was set to 
expire June 29, but was 
extended since then as 
the pandemic and cases 
in The Bahamas persist.
The extension of the 
emergency orders 
would authorize for the 
competent authority 

— the prime minister 
— to continue existing 
emergency measures 
to mitigate the spread 
of the virus.
These include the 
curfews, closure 
of prohibited 
establishments and 
other restrictions and 
health guidelines.
Minnis congratulated 
the ongoing work of 
the medical team and 
Minister of Health 
Renward Wells, as 
cases of the virus trend 
downward once more.
“We would note that the 
numbers are coming 
down,” he said.
“And I must congratulate 
those in the 
construction industry 
who [have] become 
more disciplined and 
compliant in terms 
of wearing the facial 
masks, and that may 
have possibly helped 
because now we are 

seeing a decrease 
— I can’t say at this 
particular time.’
Although New 
Providence continues 
to see double-digit 
cases on a daily basis, 
the number of new 
infections last week 
before to previous 
weeks were down, 
according to Chief 
Medical Officer Dr Pearl 
McMillan.
“The data shows that 
cumulative cases 
continue to reflect 
[an] increase in New 
Providence,” she said 
during a Ministry of 
Health press conference 
on Monday.
“Over the past week, 
however, incidence 
of new cases in New 
Providence have 
been on a decline. On 
average, for the last 
week, 40 new cases are 
being reported in New 
Providence per day.”

EMErGENCY OrDEr TO 
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CBDC had been de-
signed to provide peo-
ple and businesses in 
some of the archipel-
ago’s far-flung islands 
with better access 
to financial services.
Today’s news comes 
more than a year af-
ter the central bank 
first engaged local 
tech provider NZIA 
to design and im-

BN Agent, X

Bahamas to Roll 
Out ‘Sand Dol-
lar’ Digital Cur-

rency Next Month

The Central Bank of 
the Bahamas has 
confirmed it is mov-
ing ahead with the 
nationwide launch 
of its digital currency 
sometime in October.
The Caribbean na-
tion of just under 
400,000 people will 
roll-out its central 
bank digital currency 
(CBDC), dubbed the 
“Sand Dollar,” next 
month, Bloomberg 
reported Tuesday.
That will make it prob-
ably the first CBDC to 
launch anywhere in 
the world – it’s been 
suggested China 
won’t launch its own 
digital yuan initiative 
until the Beijing Win-
ter Olympics in 2022.
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
$48,000 worth of 
the new CBDC will 
enter circulation ini-
tially and will be avail-
able via a mobile-
based wallet app.
The Sand Dol-
lar is backed 1:1 to 
the Bahamian dol-
lar (BSD) which, 
in turn, is pegged 
to the U.S. dollar.
The central bank will 
mint more Sand Dol-
lars as demanded, 
at the same time re-
moving physical BSD 
out of circulation to 
prevent inflating the 
monetary supply.
Speaking to Bloomb-
erg, Chaozhen Chen, 
the central bank’s as-
sistant manager of 
eSolutions, said the 

SAND DOLLAR ROLL 
OUT NEXT MONTH

plement the CBDC.
It has already been 
tested on the re-
mote islands of 
Exuma and Abaco.
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BN Agent, X

Bongie of the day 

goes to those 

who are still 

killing over love! SMH, 

yall aint learn yet. 

A 23-year-old man is 

in prison on a murder 

charge after a stabbing 

Friday night. Franco 

Ferguson is charged 

with the murder of 

Charles Armbrister on 

September 11. Police 

responded to a stabbing 

at a home on Raymond 

Road after midnight 

and arrested Ferguson 

at the scene.

He reportedly went 

NEWS

BONGIE
OF THE DAY
IS AWARDED
TO STABBING 
MURDER OVER 
LOVE
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to visit the mother 

of his children when 

an argument with 

Armbrister turned 

deadly.

Ferguson was denied 

bail on murder charge 

when he appeared 

before Magistrate Kara 

Turnquest-Deveaux. He 

did not have to enter a 

plea.

Prosecutors plan to 

fast-track the case to 

the Supreme Court 

by a voluntary bill 

of indictment on 

December 7.

Ian Cargill represents 

Ferguson.

Vol. 130, September 17th, 2020
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BN AGENT, M

Latest homicide shots 
fired late tuesday 
in The Grove area, 

moments after nightfall. 
During the incident, a male 
was gunned down and 
transported to the hospital 
by a private vehicle.

The young man later 
on succumbed to his 
injury and passed 
away while in hospital.

He has been 
identified as Marley

NEWS Bahamas News Ma Bey

MURDER IN THE GROVE
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CLASSIFIEDS
CARS FOR SALE - HOMES FOR SALE - APARTMENT RENTALS - ITEMS FOR SALE

Chevy Equinox 2018 - $31,000

White exterior, black interior, like 
new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

CAR OF THE 
WEEK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ex66jL4Ws4g
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Call: 321-0000

Chevy Equinox 2014 - $21,000
Charcoal grey exterior, black interior, like 
new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 392-2832 or 376-5543

Infiniti 2015 - $17,500
Grey exterior, black interior, excellent con-
dition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Chevy Equinox 2018 - $31,000
White exterior, black interior, like new, ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Chevy Equinox 2016 - $23,000
White exterior, low miles, black interior, 
like new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 392-2832 or 376-5543

Hyundai Sonata 2015- $15,000
Black exterior, black interior, like new, ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 826-9141

Ford Mustang 2016 - $18,000
Black exterior, black interior, low miles, 
excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Honda Civic 2008 - $8,000
Blue exterior, black interior, excellent con-
dition, fully loaded. 

Call: 436-2634

Benz A-Class - $6,000
White exterior, 2 tone interior, excellent 
condition, AC, CD, Radio. 

Call: 449-8969

BMW 5 Series 2013 
White exterior, 2 tone interior, like new, 
excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 422-3962

ALL VEHICLES HAVE A VIDEO FOR YOU TO GET A BETTER DETAILED VIEW JUST PRESS PLAY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_f_R3wNeM38&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrhchX51f8U
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-kfvbEJ__E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmZm5g944Jo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNcsDINI2FY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zopHVx7Y3kY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBhfYgdtnSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFE8U-PNEJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ex66jL4Ws4g
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BN AGENT, X

A man who 

arranged to 

meet a stripper 

at a motel for sex ended 

up beaten and robbed 

instead, prosecutors 

say.

Prosecutors allege that 

18-year-old stripper 

Mya Smith lured her 

victim to the motel on 

September 10.

But it wasn’t the night 

that he’d imagined.

Prosecutors claim that 

Smith’s boyfriend, 

Demetrius Bastian, 

and his pal, Kelito 

Johnson, beat up the 

man in the motel room 

and stole $3,000 and 

a silver chain, worth 

$150. Police recovered 

the stolen items and 

arrested the trio a short 

time later.

Smith, Bastian and 

Johnson appeared 

before Magistrate 

Samuel McKinney this 

afternoon charged with 

robbery and receiving 

stolen goods.

They pleaded not guilty 

and were denied bail. 

Magistrate McKinney 

set a trial date of 

October 27.

WEATHER
REPORT

STRIPPER HELPS SETUP MALE IN 
ROBBERY 

Vol. 130, September 17th, 2020
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BUSINESS

BTC TO USD
TODAY 

1 BITCOIN 
= 

$10,811.00 USD 

UNCUT!
Mandatory evacuation 
protocol Backed by IDB

RBDF CALLS OFF SEARCH AT SEA

TODAY IN BAHAMIAN STOCKS

BN Agent, V

It is “due time” 

for a mandatory 

evacuation protocol 

to be established in The 

Bahamas, according 

to the Inter-American 

Development Bank 

(IDB).

In a newly released 

218 page report titled, 

“The Assessment of 

Affects and Impacts of 

Hurricane Dorian in The 

Bahamas”, the bank 

underscored the official 

death toll and the 

number of persons that 

remain unaccounted 

for after the passage of 

Hurricane Dorian.

“It is due time for a 

mandatory evacuation 

protocol to be 

established,” the bank 

stated.

The report continued: 

“It is worthy to note that 

the Prime Minster of 

Bahamas has recently 

proposed amendments 

in the form of a new 

bill to the Disaster 

Preparedness and 

Response Act.

“The bill seeks to 

empower the Prime 

Minister to make 

evacuation orders, 

curfews and restrictions 

of movement in 

certain areas for a 

specific period, for the 

protection of people. 

Additionally, under the 

proposed changes, 

where an evacuation 

order is in effect and 

residents within the 

specified area or island 

have not evacuated, 

without a justifiable 

reason, could be liable 

to a US$500 fine or one 

month in prison, or 

both.”

The IDB said that before 

making evacuation 

mandatory, it is also 

necessary to have 

provisions in place that 

guarantee shelter for all 

those in need, as well 

as the conditions that 

trigger the mandatory 

evacuation.

The report also noted 

that given the frequency 

and magnitude of 

hurricanes affecting 

The Bahamas, an 

annual comprehensive 

review and evaluation 

of all buildings used 

as shelters, preferably 

before the start of 

the hurricane season 

should be undertaken.

“This should be done 

to monitor the integrity 

and suitability of the 

infrastructure and 

identify any damage 

that can be repaired 

before the hurricane 

season, for their safety 

during the hurricane, 

which could potentially 

put people at risk and 

increase the number 

of affected or deceased 

persons.”

It continued: “It is 

necessary to assess 

the pertinence and 

feasibility of building 

new shelters. This 

analysis should consider 

the number of shelters 

needed to house each 

island’s population, 

determine mandatory 

safety and accessibility 

considerations, and be 

aligned with shelter and 

building codes.

“However, given the 

financial constraints 

faced by the country 

and the vast amount of 

reconstruction needs, it 

is also recommended to 

identify other structures 

that could function 

as shelters, such as 

community centers, and 

determine mandatory 

safety conditions and 

conduct periodical 

infrastructure checks.

“There is also an 

increased need for 

more awareness raising 

and sensitization for the 

population of Bahamas 

to negate the cultural 

mindset that there are 

limited risks associated 

with these types of 

events.

It read: “A common 

sentiment that was 

heard throughout 

the assessment, was 

that people did not 

anticipate such a 

devastating impact 

from the hurricane 

which was associated 

with storm surge and 

high intensity winds 

that pounded the 

islands for two days. 

Even though NEMA 

was very proactive with 

their warnings and 

updates via newspaper, 

radio, television and 

social media there is 

the need for strong 

public information 

campaigns to sensitize 

the population to the 

danger of these events. 

These campaigns 

should also be in 

different languages, for 

example in creole, since 

a larger number of 

Haitians were affected.”

The IDB also noted that 

based on official reports 

from government 

entities responsible 

for emergency 

coordination and 

management, there 

were 67 confirmed 

deaths and 282 people 

still missing, as of 18 

October, 2019.

There were more than 

200 related injuries 

recorded by the health 

authorities in the week 

following the storm’s 

passage.

Vol. 130, September 17th, 2020
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12 aRRESTED IN BAR
BN Agent, X

Police arrested 12 
people at a bar 
and lounge on 

Peach Street shortly af-
ter midnight yesterday 
morning for breach of 
curfew. According to re-
ports, officers acting on 
information went to the 
bar and met a number 
of people gathered. The 
detainees are expected 
to be arraigned before 
the Magistrate’s Court 
this week. According to 
the latest emergency 
orders, bars, discos, 
regattas, festivals and 
fairs, among other 
events, remain prohib-
ited for islands in the 
second schedule, in-

cluding Grand Bahama 
and New Providence.

RBDF CALLS OFF SEARCH AT SEA
BN Agent, M

The Royal Baha-

mas Defence 

Force has called 

off the search for miss-

ing boaters who went 

missing during a boating 

incident last weekend.

Commander William Stur-

rup, the RBDF’s Search 

and Rescue Coordinator 

shared that: “After some 

4 days of canvassing an 

expansive area of waters 

around Chub Cay, and the 

Berry Islands, and based 

on wind and tide mod-

els, we have suspended 

Search and Rescue op-

erations for the 5 persons 

reported missing at sea 

last weekend”. He said, 

“there were no signs of life 

or wreckage found dur-

ing the helo overflights or 

vessel patrols in that area.

The occupants were pas-

sengers aboard a 27-

ft vessel that capsized 

on September 12th, 

2020 in waters south of 

Chub Cay. Twelve per-

sons were subsequently 

rescued and search ef-

forts were conducted to 

find the remaining per-

sons without success.

Vol. 130, September 17th, 2020
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RILEY SIGNS CONTRACT
BN Agent, X

Former U17 

National team 

player and Doris 

Johnson standout 

Briontae Riley, has 

signed a contract to 

play for Basket Club 

Gransois in Grans, 

France, for the 2020-

2021 basketball season. 

Kino Burrows of Raw 

Talent Sports help Riley 

secure the deal.

“I am truly blessed and 

very thankful for Kino 

Burrows. He’s been by 

my side every step of 

the way, making sure 

I was doing what I 

needed to do to prepare 

to travel and also 

holding things down on 

his end, making sure 

I got whatever it was I 

needed to get.” - Riley

Vol. 130, September 17th, 2020
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