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BN AGENT, M

The Ministry of 
Tourism has 
announced a public-

private partnership with 
the Living With COVID 
Coalition (LWCC), a local 
non-profit organization, 

to secure access to nearly 
three million approved 
rapid antigen tests.
The move comes just 
over a week before the 
country is set to remove 
the mandatory 14-day 
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Facebook has been 
approached and is 
currently announc-
ing on its business 
fb page that effective 
November 1st, 2020 
they will be charging 
vat
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BN Agent,X

(Continue of Page 1)

The Ministry of 
Tourism has 
a n n o u n c e d 

a public-private 
partnership with the 
Living With COVID 
Coalition (LWCC), a local 
non-profit organization, 
to secure access to 
nearly three million 
approved rapid antigen 
tests.
The move comes just 
over a week before the 
country is set to remove 
the mandatory 14-day 
quarantine upon arrival 
on November 1.
The tests will be 
provided by medical 
solutions provider, 
Ports International, at a 
“low cost” per unit.

NEWS

the Family Islands.
Bannister said: “I saw 
that the Tribune and 
I have asked them 
to provide me with 
the figures. I should 
have those figures on 
Monday. I don’t know 
BPL to be disconnecting. 
What those figures may 
be related to is people 
who have not had 
power for some time 
prior to the pandemic.”
Bannister continued:  
“There has been a whole 
lot of people who had 
not had power. There’s 
no way BPL could have 
disconnected that 
number of people.
“They are going to 
give me the number 
as it relates to those 
who have been 
disconnected. I don’t 
know how long it 

would take them to 
disconnect nearly 9,000 
people. That doesn’t 
make sense. BPL will 
give me the figures on 
Monday. I will look at 
them.”

BN Agent, X

There’s no way” 
the company 
could have 
disconnected 

nearly 9,000 consumers 
as reported last week.
Back in July, the company 
announced that it 
would immediately 
resume disconnection 
of electricity services of 
residential customers 
who had $500 or more 
in arrears for more than 
90 days as of April 1.
A Tribune report last 
week indicated that 
since announcing it 
would resume customer 
disconnections back 
in July, the company 
has turned off 8,741 
residential accounts in 
New Providence and 

 Tourism Minister 
Dionisio D’Aguilar 
said the non-profit 
coalition, which is part 
of the Organization 
for Responsible 
Governance (ORG), was 
created to purchase 
rapid tests in economies 
of scale.
D’Aguilar noted that to 
remove the quarantine 
period, they realized 
that there has to be 
a guaranteed level of 
supply to support the 
new testing mechanism.
“Everybody came 
together trying to 
accomplish two tasks, 
one to reopen our 
tourism sector and 
get people across the 
border with a testing 
regime and at the 
same time provide 

a mechanism for 
employers to begin 
testing their staff with 
rapid antigen tests”.
D’Aguilar explained the 
tests were secured at no 
cost to the government.
The costs for the test 
will be included in the 
mandatory health visa 
required for entry into 
The Bahamas, he said.
Earlier this month, the 
ministry announced 
new travel protocols 
which will require 
now visitors, returning 
citizens and residents to 
obtain an RT-PCR (swab) 
test no more than seven 
days before travelling 
to The Bahamas.
All travellers will also 
be required to apply for 
a health visa and take 
a rapid antigen upon 
arrival and then again 
four days (96 hours) 
after.

3 mIllION rapID aNtIgEN
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administration fees?  
If fb is now policing 
Bahamian ad pur-
chases Who will po-
lice fb to ensure we 
are getting every pen-
ny well nickle owed 
(remember the penny 
will becomes obso-
lete at the December 
31).  So in essence the 
government of the 
Bahamas has hired fb 
an American compa-
ny to do it’s biddens?  

Is this legal and what 
will be the backlash 
of such move?  For 
years we were a tax 
haven in the off-

BN Agent, X

What in the 
world have 
we come to? 

Can someone tell me 
about the audacity of 
our Government to 
engage fb to charge 
and collect VAT on the 
government’s behalf?   
Well blow me down! 

Facebook has been 
approached and is 
currently announc-
ing on its business fb 
page that effective 
November 1st, 2020 
they will be charg-
ing vat on all ad ac-
counts on its busi-
ness page that have 
a Bahamian address.  

What does this mean 
for Bahamian busi-
ness owners? It 
means that in these 
challenging times do-
ing business will cost 
you a little more. 
You’ve guessed it 
and if you haven’t 
here is what that will 
look like. When you 
pay to promote your 
page or your busi-
ness there will now 
be an additional 12% 
vat charge added 
before the comple-
tion of the purchase.  
The new charges will 
also apply on ins-
tagram ads as well.

This all seems strange 
to me thinking about 
this new enforce-
ment.  If fb has agreed 
to collect the vat for 
the Bahamas govern-
ment does that also 
mean that fb will re-
ceive a percentage of 
the vat received for 

FACEBOOK TO 
CHARGE 
BAHAMIANS 12% 
VAT

shore banks that pre-
vented taxation on 
US citizens’ money.  

Where does it end? 
This new tax is un-
necessary at this time 
when the brick and 
mortar business in-
dustry has been shot. 
Additionally this new 
implementation  im-
poses another bur-
den on the Bahamian 
businesse owners 
whom many are build-
ing start up, small and 
medium companies 
at a time when be-
coming digital is nec-
essary for survival.  
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BN Agent, X

Just when you 

thought the Chalk’s 

airlines era was 

over, Bahamians was 

given a flashback when 

a video went viral on 

social media.  

A seaplane(can you 

believe it) was recorded 

on the shorelines of 

a remote beach off 

loading what appeared 

to be duffle bags of 

what could be drugs in 

the Bahamas. Of course 

there was a buzz over 

the short video as to 

what it really was.

While some thought 

perhaps it was a flight 

off loading passengers 

NEWS

BONGIE
OF THE DAY
IS AWARDED
TO SEAPLANE 
OFF LOAD 
BROAD 
DAYLIGHT

Bahamas News Ma Bey

with their duffle bags. 

Others believed it was 

people on a beach 

receiving duffle bags or 

simply both.  While the 

who and what is unclear 

what is clear is that 

the flight did not have 

proper clearance or 

permission to conduct 

that flight’s plan.  No 

aviation rep to land 

and clear for landing, 

no custom officer no 

assigned runway or 

lights and definitely no 

dock to offload. 

This flight was simple 

come in, do what you 

want, pulled off and fly 

away in the sunset with 

no questions asked.  

Some say the Bahamas 

is not a real place...just 

ask the pilot and his 

accomplists, I’m sure 

they will say otherwise.
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BN AGENT, X

Police need your 
help in locating:

NEWS Bahamas News Ma Bey

MISSING 15 YEAR OLD GIRL
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CLASSIFIEDS
CARS FOR SALE - HOMES FOR SALE - APARTMENT RENTALS - ITEMS FOR SALE

 JEEP Grand Cherokee - $18,000

Black exterior, leather interior, like 
new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 437-9322

CAR OF THE 
WEEK
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Call: 321-0000

Chevy Equinox 2014 - $21,000
Charcoal grey exterior, black interior, like 
new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 392-2832 or 376-5543

Infiniti 2015 - $17,500
Grey exterior, black interior, excellent con-
dition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Chevy Equinox 2018 - $31,000
White exterior, black interior, like new, ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Chevy Equinox 2016 - $23,000
White exterior, low miles, black interior, 
like new, excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 392-2832 or 376-5543

Hyundai Sonata 2015- $15,000
Black exterior, black interior, like new, ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 826-9141

Ford Mustang 2016 - $18,000
Black exterior, black interior, low miles, 
excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 434-8001

Honda Civic 2008 - $8,000
Blue exterior, black interior, excellent con-
dition, fully loaded. 

Call: 436-2634

Benz A-Class - $6,000
White exterior, 2 tone interior, excellent 
condition, AC, CD, Radio. 

Call: 449-8969

BMW 5 Series 2013 
White exterior, 2 tone interior, like new, 
excellent condition, fully loaded. 

Call: 422-3962

ALL VEHICLES HAVE A VIDEO FOR YOU TO GET A BETTER DETAILED VIEW JUST PRESS PLAY
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BN AGENT, X

FNM WON’T WIN 

SEAT IF I’M NOT 

NOMINATED

Amid speculation over 

his political future, House 

Speaker Halston Moultrie 

says he’s confident he 

will receive another 

nomination from the 

Free National Movement 

ahead of the next general 

election. He says the FNM 

will not win the Nassau 

Village seat if he is not 

the candidate. Berthony 

Mcdermott has that.

WEATHER
REPORT

Moultrie says he will win Nassau 
Village come election 2022 
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BUSINESS

Btc tO USD
tODay 

1 BItcOIN 
= 

$ 12,877.30 USD 

UNCUT!

GB AIRPORT TWO DAY 
SHUTDOWN DUE TO CRASH

Body found in the grove 

TODAY IN BAHAMIAN STOCKS

BN Agent, V

Aviation officials 

said yesterday 

the Grand 

Bahama airport could 

fully reopen today as 

investigations into a 

recent incident get 

underway.

On Saturday, an 

American Airlines flight 

from Miami to Freeport 

overran the runway just 

before noon.

According to reports, 

the Embraer ERJ-

145LR, which had 

traveled from Miami, 

experienced some 

mechanical difficulties 

on the runway after 

landing and skidded off 

the runway.

The 25 passengers and 

three crew members 

were confirmed to be 

safe.

Chief investigator of 

Air Accidents Delvin 

Major confirmed that 

a team from the Air 

Accidents Investigation 

Department arrived on 

the island yesterday.

Major said: “My team did 

leave to go to Freeport 

to do an investigation. 

They left a little late 

because of the weather 

but they made it in. 

When they are done 

with the investigation, 

a recovery team which I 

understand is already in 

Freeport will move the 

aircraft.

“Once that is done 

the airport will be 

reopened. It wasn’t 

closed totally, just with 

restricted movement 

so only certain aircraft 

were allowed to enter 

and depart. The large 

aircraft were not 

allowed to go in but 

smaller aircraft were 

allowed to use the 

remaining part of the 

runway. At first light, 

the airport should be 

reopened.”

Rexy Rolle, vice-

president of operations 

and general counsel of 

Western Air, said the 

airline had to cancel 

weekend flights on its 

Freeport route due to 

the incident.

“We’re aware of the 

American Airlines 

aircraft landing on the 

side of the runway at 

GBIA on Saturday,” she 

said.

“Thankfully, there were 

no serious injuries and 

overall their aircraft 

appears intact.

“However, the response 

has been delayed to 

restore the airport 

safely. The runway 

remains closed as of 

now, over 24 hours later. 

Due to the American 

Airlines runway 

incident, Western Air 

was advised to cancel 

its Freeport flights on 

Saturday and Sunday, 

and we’re told they’re 

unsure if the airport will 

be open for Monday.”

Rolle said: “We’ve been 

updated that American 

Airlines flew in their 

Airbus 318 (a heavy jet) 

and it was permitted to 

land and take off hours 

ago with their disabled 

aircraft and moving 

equipment still on the 

side of the runway.

“Yet earlier today 

Western Air, among 

others, were told the 

runway remained 

closed, which was clearly 

not the case.  If AA’s 

Airbus was permitted to 

land and did so safely, 

certainly other aircraft 

and carriers can do the 

same.

“We have passengers 

who were also 

inconvenienced. It is 

hypocrisy,” she added.

Progressive Liberal 

Party (PLP) chairman 

Fred Mitchell said 

in a statement 

yesterday that it was 

“incredible” and “simply 

unacceptable” that 24 

hours after the crash 

landing at the Grand 

Bahama International 

Airport, the authorities 

were unable to open 

the airport in Freeport.
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ABACO CAR CRASH

BN Agent, X

Tanchelle Mc-
Kintosh and 
Cleopatra John-

son was in an bad 
accident on Abaco.
The relatives of 
Tanchelle McKintosh 
and Cleopatra John-
son are requesting 
your prayers after the 
pair crashed in teheir 
vehicle in Abaco over 
the week. Both had 
to be airlifted into the 

Body found in the grove 
A body was discov-

ered at a home on 

Fifth Street on Sat-

urday over the weekend.

Initial signs pointed to 

an apparent suicide.

However, family mem-

bers do not believe the 

person took their own life.

Police say the matter is 

being treated as a “death 

investigation” until they 

have further information.

Further details to follow.
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Tureano Johnson to fight 

Friday October 30 

BN Agent, X

Tu r e a n o 

J o h n s o n ’ s 

record currently 

stands at 21 wins, 2 

loses and 1 draw.

Of those 21 wins, 

he’s stopped 15 of 

his opponents, so his 

current knock-out ratio 

is 71%.

Of his 2 loses, he’s been 

stopped 2 times.

He’s boxed a total of 

119 rounds, meaning 

his professional fights 

last 5 rounds on 

average.

Tureano Johnson 

next fight will be 

held on October 30, 

2020 against Jaime        

Manguia                                                                      
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